














































Notes to the Financial Statements - continued 
Year Ended 31 August 2019 

20. Related party transactions

There were no related party transactions during the year (2018: €none). 

21. Approval of financial statements

The financial statements were approved by the Directors on 
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Autism Assistance Dogs Ireland Company Limited by Guarantee 

Report on Expenditure Disclosure within the Audited Financial Statements 

For the Year Ended 31 August 2019 

To: Board of Directors 

Cc: Chief Executive Officer 

Auditors 

From: Mike Stalley FCA, Member of the Board of Directors 

Date: 04 June 2020 

Background 

The charities financial year end is 31 August. The latest set of financial statements were audited by 

Quintas with a clean audit opinion. The audited financial statements were subsequently filed with 

CRO in February 2020. 

Since the financial statements were filed, questions have been raised over the allocat ion of 

expenditure within the charity relating specifically to Expenditure on Charit able Activit ies (note 8) 

within the financial statements. 

Work Done 

I reviewed the documents which supported the preparation of note 8 (these were provided to me by 

the auditors) to establish whether there have been any errors in the preparation of this note. My 

findings are detailed below. 

Findings 

Based on the work that I have performed, I am of the opinion that the expenditure disclosure 

contained within note 8 is inaccurate. It is important to stress however that t his error does not 

undermine the integrity of the financial statements as a whole as the correct expenditure figure has 

been reported. However, a reader of the financial statements may draw incorrect conclusions 

regarding types of expenditures made for the purposes of charitable activities. 

The table below details note 8 to the financia l statements but including the restated expenditure 

allocations for 2019 together with comparative figures for 2018 based on my review. 



,. 
8. Expenditur~ on Charitable Activities 

per Financial Statements 

2019 ,. 2018 

€ € 

Marketing & advertising costs 40,536 14,586 

Fundraising costs 60,374 36,020 

Animal expenses 12,803 12,702 

Support costs (Note 9) 119,180 145,256 

232,893 208,564 

Restated following review 

,. 2019 ,. 2018 

€ € 

2,502 

30,611 

80,600 

119,180 

232,893 

13,803 

49,506 

145,256 

208,565 

In 2019 €4,945 (2018: €0) of !!:Je costs of the charitable acti~ i1:s~ ere restricted. 

As can be seen, there is a significant understatement of expenditure on Animal expenses in both 

2019 and 2018; the main reasons being that the costs of acquiring, maintaining and training dogs 

and associated motor and travel expenses were incorrectly categorised as Marketing and advertising 

costs and Fundraising costs. This restatement, in my opinion, gives a more accurate reflection of the 

expenditure on Charitable Activities for the year ended 31 August 2019. 

Proposed Solution 

As the financial statements were filed with the CRO in February, I do not propose making a formal 

request to resubmit financial statements, as although this is a significant error it is not material to 

the overall financial status of the charity. 

However, I would recommend that for any donor who wishes to review our financial statements, 

that we provide this report by way of explanation to ensure that they draw the appropriate 

conclusions regarding the expenditure within the charity. Furthermore, I will ask that the auditors 

formally sign off on this report, to acknowledge their agreement with my findings. 

Recommendations 

Going forwards, my recommendations are; 

• A review of procedures for the allocation of expenditures incurred to expense categories is 

undertaken to ensure that no further expenses are miscategorised. 

• At next year's audit a full and detailed review of disclosure requirements around charity 

expenditure is carried out to ensure that disclosures are accurate and reflect the actua l 

expenditure incurred by the cha rity. 

• The audited financial statements for the year ended 31 August 2020 are completed and filed 

with the CRO wit hin 2 months. 

Mike Stalley FCA 

Director & Trustee 

Dated 
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